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UK’s Jisc Delivers World’s First 400G National Research and Education 

Network with Ciena 

 
WaveLogic Ai technology to power network serving more than 18 million Jisc users 

 

LONDON and HANOVER, Md., USA — January 31, 2018 –  Jisc, which operates the busiest 

National Research and Education Network (NREN) in Europe by volume of data carried, is deploying 

Ciena’s (NYSE: CIEN) 6500 packet-optical platform powered by WaveLogic Ai coherent optics to 

provide unprecedented high-capacity 400G wavelength connectivity. The deployment makes the Janet 

Network one of the most digitally-advanced NRENs globally in terms of scale, automation and 

network intelligence. 

 

“Our vision is for the UK to be at the forefront of scientific research. To make that happen, we must 

have a highly robust network powered with industry-leading technology that can scale to support 

bandwidth-intensive applications like genome editing and The Square Kilometre Array,” said Jeremy 

Sharp, Network Infrastructure Director, Jisc. 

 

“Working with Ciena, the Janet Network was the first NREN to provide 100G for users and, as 

demand has grown, is now the first to provide 400G. WaveLogic Ai enables us to operate efficiently 

and accurately engineer the network for optimal capacity to manage massive flows from new data-

intensive research activities,” Sharp added. 

 

In the UK, all further and higher education organisations, including universities, colleges and research 

centres, are connected to the world by virtue of the internet through the Janet Network, along with 

some alternative education providers, other public bodies and science parks. Jisc is also responsible 

for all .ac.uk and .gov.uk domains. 

 

“We are helping bring a new paradigm for optical networks by making the network more 

programmable and responsive to changing user demands while using less hardware,” said Rod 

Wilson, Chief Technologist for Research Networks, Ciena. “WaveLogic Ai focuses on delivering 

considerable digital advantage, financial savings and efficiencies.” 

 

About Jisc 

Jisc is the UK’s expert member organisation for digital technology and digital resources in higher 

education, further education, skills and research. Our vision is to make the UK the most digitally 

advanced education and research nation in the world.  We play a pivotal role in the development, 

adoption and use of technology by UK universities and colleges, supporting them to improve learning, 

teaching, the student experience and institutional efficiency, as well as enabling more powerful 

research. 



   
 
At the heart of Jisc’s support is Janet – the UK’s world-class National Research and Education 

Network (NREN). Owned, managed and operated by Jisc, Janet comprises a secure, state-of-the-art 

network infrastructure spanning all four nations of the UK. 
  
About Ciena 

Ciena (NYSE: CIEN) is a network strategy and technology company. We translate best-in-class 

technology into value through a high-touch, consultative business model – with a relentless drive to 

create exceptional experiences measured by outcomes. For updates on Ciena, follow us on 

Twitter @Ciena, LinkedIn, the Ciena Insights blog, or visit www.ciena.com. 

 
Note to Ciena Investors 

You are encouraged to review the Investors section of our website, where we routinely post press releases, SEC 

filings, recent news, financial results, and other announcements. From time to time we exclusively post material 

information to this website along with other disclosure channels that we use. This press release contains certain 

forward-looking statements that are based on our current expectations, forecasts, information and assumptions. 

These statements involve inherent risks and uncertainties. Actual results or outcomes may differ materially from 

those stated or implied, because of risks and uncertainties, including those detailed in our most recent annual or 

quarterly report filed with the SEC. Forward-looking statements include statements regarding our expectations, 

beliefs, intentions or strategies and can be identified by words such as "anticipate," "believe," "could," 

"estimate," "expect," "intend," "may," "should," "will," and "would" or similar words. Ciena assumes no 

obligation to update the information included in this press release, whether as a result of new information, future 

events or otherwise. 

 
 


